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SUSPECTED OR KNOWN OPIOID OVERDOSE: 
ADULTS, CHILDREN AND INFANTS

Breathing and pulse? 
Check simultaneously 

for at least 5 but no more 
than 10 seconds

BLS 2025 CODE CARD

Not breathing 
(or only gasping breaths) 

Pulse absent

Breathing 
Pulse present

Not breathing 
(or ineffective ventilation) 

Pulse present

• Consider naloxone
• Position patient as 

appropriate for clinical 
condition and monitor 

Cardiac Arrest Respiratory Arrest

• Ensure adequate airway
• Support oxygenation and 

ventilation
 Adults: Deliver 1 ventilation 

every 6 sec
 Children/infants: Deliver 1 

ventilation every 2 to 3 sec
• Check pulse rate after 2 min
 Pulse >60: Continue 

delivering 1 ventilation 
every 2 to 3 sec

 Pulse ≤ to 60 with signs 
of poor perfusion: 
Start CPR

• Start CPR immediately following the 
Basic Life Support: Adults and 
Adolescents or Basic Life Support: 
Children and Infants code card

• Administer naloxone if available

• Administer naloxone as soon 
as available

• Reassess responsiveness and 
breathing every 2 min

• Administer additional dose(s) 
of naloxone as needed. Repeat 
dosing every 2 to 3 min as 
needed

• Prioritize CPR
• Give naloxone
 Consider repeat dosing 

every 2 to 3 min as 
needed

• Transport to hospital for 
close monitoring

Goals of Care

• Naloxone 2 mg IN; May 
repeat every 2 to 3 min as 
needed

Medication

• Check for responsiveness
• Call for help and additional resources
 EMS, rapid response or resuscitation team
 AED and naloxone 

Perform visual survey 
• Check for scene safety, initial impression, 

life-threatening bleeding
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